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Cliff  Carmody Named Administrator of Excellence 
(St. Paul, MN) – The Minnesota Association of School Administrators (MASA) has named Cliff 
Carmody, Executive Director of the Southwest West Central Service Cooperative (SWWC), as a 2018 
Administrator of Excellence. Carmody received this award in recognition of his leadership, concern for 
students, and active involvement in professional and community affairs. He was honored at a statewide 
recognition ceremony during the MASA/MASE Spring Conference, March 8-9, 2018, at the Minneapolis 
Marriott Northwest in Brooklyn Park. 
Carmody’s achievements reflect his ability to lead important changes in the educational system. Carmody 
has been serving as Executive Director of the SWWC Service Cooperative 2007. Prior to the Executive 
Director role, he was the Deputy Executive Director from 1999-2007.  

"Cliff's commitment to education as a profession, to his colleagues, and indirectly to the children 
throughout Southwest Minnesota is of the highest degree. He has been hugely successful in every 
educational position he has been in and has achieved extraordinary success," said Rich Ellingworth, 
Superintendent of Redwood Area Schools. "He has mentored many educational leaders, superintendents, 
principals, and business managers and has been exceptional in this regard. I believe Cliff is the 
consummate professional whose quality as a professional is only surpassed by the quality of his 
character." 

Carmody is an active member within the community and in various organizations. His involvement 
includes: MASA, American Association of School Administrators (AASA), Minnesota Rural Education 
Association (MREA), National Rural Education Association (NREA), Minnesota Association of School 
Business Officials (MASBO), Association of Educational Service Agencies (AESA), and Minnesota 
Service Cooperatives (MSC). Carmody received the 2009 Special Awards & Recognition Distinguished 
Service Award from MREA and he was a 2009 Blandin Community Leadership Program Fellow. 

“Cliff is that rare individual that has leveraged a fully-developed career in education into leadership and 
innovation roles that expand and deepen our commitment to schools and students,” said Paul Brinkman, 
Executive Director of Northeast Service Cooperative. “Cliff continues to build upon his lifetime career 
contribution of commitment to excellence.”	

Carmody received a master's degree in Curriculum and Instruction from University of St. Thomas. He 
earned a bachelor's degree in Social Science Education from North Dakota State University. Carmody 
received a 6th Year Administrative Licensure Certification the University of Minnesota. 
Each year, MASA recognizes members for their contribution to public education. MASA is a 
professional organization of Minnesota’s school leaders, including superintendents, assistant 
superintendents, directors of special education, and other central office administrators, as well as state 
department administrators, college and university professors, and other educators throughout Minnesota 
dedicated to educational leadership for students. 
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