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The	
  5%	
  of	
  schools	
  that	
  are	
  said	
  
to	
  be	
  failing	
  in	
  America	
  are	
  
defining	
  the	
  remaining	
  95%	
  

 Approximately 1.2 million 
students who enter ninth grade 
each year fail to graduate from 
high school with their peers four 
years later. That's 7,000 students 
lost each school day. And more 
than half of these students are 
from minority groups. 



9/19/11 

2 

Status dropout rates of 16 through 24 year olds – Census Bureau 

US Dept of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey 
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NAEP scores in 4th 
and 8th grade math 
have never been 
higher than they are 
today! 
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NAEP scores in 4th 
and 8th grade 
reading have never 
been higher than 
they are today! 

 America's Best High Schools: The List  
  Each year, NEWSWEEK picks the best high 

schools in the country based on how hard 
school staffs work to challenge students 
with advanced-placement college-level 
courses and tests. Over 1,600 schools—6 
percent of all the public schools in the U.S.
—made the list.  
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 The national high school graduation has 
increased to 75%. 

 The class of 2008 had 120,000 more 
graduates than the class of 2001. 

 African American, Hispanic and Native 
American graduation rates are improving 
the fastest. 

 261 fewer dropout factories in 2008 than in 
2002. 

 29 states saw their graduation rate 
substantially increase from 2002 to 2008. 

 What are America’s 
parents attitude 
towards school 
today? 

A Time for Change 
The 42nd Annual Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll 
of the Public’s Attitudes Toward the Public 
Schools 

Seventy-seven percent of America’s parents 
gave the school their oldest child attends 
either an “A” or “B.” 
These are the highest grades parents have 
assigned to their oldest child’s school since 
the poll began. During the past 25 years, 
parent grades assigned to schools have 
continued to improve. 
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This report presents a longitudinal student‐level 
analysis of charter school impacts on more than 70 
percent of the students in charter schools in 
the United States. The scope of the study makes it 
the first national assessment of charter 
school impacts 

The group portrait shows wide variation in 
performance. The study reveals that a decent 
fraction of charter schools, 17 percent, provide 
superior education opportunities for their students. 
Nearly half of the charter schools nationwide have 
results that are no different from the local 
public school options and over a third, 37 percent, 
deliver learning results that are significantly 
worse than their student would have realized had 
they remained in traditional public schools. 
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  Comparisons to Shanghai, Finland and 
Singapore – really? 

  What do they do? 
  Education is valued. 
  Educators are respected. 
  They spend more money and time on 

professional development. 
  Teacher quality is key – recruitment, training 

and retention. 

  America’s public schools are better than ever. 
  But the fact is that some are not doing as well 

as we want them to be. 
  Too many children have been left behind. 
  Let’s focus on turning around our 

underperforming schools. 
  But let’s be proud of what we have 

accomplished. 
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Questions/Comments 


