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The 5% of schools that are said
to be failing in America are
defining the remaining 95%

the

dilemma

There is a Crisis in American
Education

» Approximately 1.2 million
students who enter ninth grade
each year fail to graduate from
high school with their peers four
years later. That's 7,000 students
lost each school day. And more
than half of these students are
from minority groups.
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But the dropout rate has been
declining since 1972

Status dropout rates of 16 through 24 year olds — Census Bureau
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And high school completion rates have
been trending up.

Figure 4. Status completion rates of 18- through 24-year-olds not currently enrolled in high school or
below, by race/ethicity: October 1972 through October 2008
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How are our public schools doing?
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NAEP scores in 4t
and 8! grade math
have never been
higher than they are
today!

Table 132, i Iy 173 thowgh
Selected student and school
charadteristic 1973 1978 1982| 1986| 1990 1992| 1994| 1996| 1999 2004 2008
1 4 5| 6] 7l 8] 9| 10] 11 12
Yyear-olds
All students 1219 (0.8)[219 (0.8)[219 (1.1)[222 (1.0)[230 (0.8)[230 (0.8)[231 (0.8)[231 (0.8)[232 (0.8)[239 (0.9)[243 (0.8)
13-year-olds
All students
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NAEP scores in 4t
and 8! grade
reading have never
been higher than
they are today!
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Average readiing scale score, by age, sex, and racefethnicity: Seiected years, 1971 to 2008

[Sex and race/ethnicity [ 1o71] 1975 1980 1984 1990 1994 1999 2004] 2008
0-year-olds
[Total [ 208 210[ 215[ 211 200 211 212 216 220
Sex
Male [ 201 204 20 207 204 207 209  22[ 218
Female [ 214 2] 220 24 ms[ ns[ ms[ w224
Racefethnicity
White w4'| 27| am| me|  w7|  ms| | 224 2m
Black 170" 181 189 186 182 185 186 197 204
Hispanic @[ 183 1o 1s7[  18s[ 186 s3] 1eg[ 207
13year-olds
[Total [ 255 256 258 257 257 258 250 257 260
Sex
Male [ 260 280 254 283 251 251 2a4 262 256
Female [ 261  262[ 263[ 262 263 268 265 262 264
[Racerethnicity
\White 261" 262 264 263 262 285|267 265 268
Black 222'| 226|233 236|241 23| 238 239|247
Hispanic @ 232 237 240 238[ 235[ 244 241 242

There are more best high

schools than dropout factories

» America's Best High Schools: The List

» Each year, NEWSWEEK picks the best high
schools in the country based on how hard
school staffs work to challenge students
with advanced-placement college-level
courses and tests. Over 1,600 schools—6
percent of all the public schools in the U.S.
—made the list.




Building a Grad Nation: Progress and Challenge in
Ending the High School Dropout Epidemic

» The national high school graduation has
increased to 75%.

» The class of 2008 had 120,000 more
graduates than the class of 2001.
» African American, Hispanic and Native

American graduation rates are improving
the fastest.

» 261 fewer dropout factories in 2008 than in
2002.

» 29 states saw their graduation rate

substantially increase from 2002 to 2008.
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Parental Attitude

»What are America’s
parents attitude
towards school
today?

A Time for Change
The 42nd Annual Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll

of the Public’s Attitudes Toward the Public
Schools

Seventy-seven percent of America’s parents
gave the school their oldest child attends
either an “A” or “B.”

These are the highest grades parents have
assigned to their oldest child’s school since
the poll began. During the past 25 years,
parent grades assigned to schools have
continued to improve.
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TABLE 10. Using the A, B, C, D, and FAIL scale again,
what grade would you give the school your oldest
child attends?

Public School Parents
10 05 00 95 90 85
% % % % % %

A&B 77 69 70 65 72 T
A 36 31 26 27 27 23
B 41 38 44 38 45 48
C 18 21 21 23 19 19
D 4 6 5 8 5 5
Fail 1 4 2 3 2 2
Don’t know 0 * 2 1 2 3

* Less than one-half of 1%.

TABLE 9. Students are often given the grades A, B,
C, D, and FAIL to denote the quality of their work.
Suppose the public schools themselves in your
community were graded in the same way. What
grade would you give the public schools here — A,
B, C, D, or FAIL?

National Totals
10 05 00 95 90
% % % % % % % %
A&B 49 48 47 4 41 43 35 43

A 1" 12 11 8 8 9 10 13
B 38 36 36 3 33 34 25 30
C 3 29 3 37 34 30 29 28
D 11 9 8 12 12 10 12 9

Fail 5 5 3 5 5 4 6 7
Don’t know 2 9 7 5 8 13 18 13

TABLE 11. How about the public schools in the na-
tion as awhole? What grade would you give the pub-
lic schools nationally — A, B, C, D, or FAIL?

National Totals
10 05 00 95 90 85
% % % % % %

A&B 18 24 20 20 21 27
A 1 2 2 2 2 3
B 17 22 18 18 19 24
C 53 46 47 50 49 43
D 20 18 14 17 16 12
Fail 6 4 5 4 4 3
Don’t know 3 13 14 9 10 15
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NATIONAL EDUCATION

NEPC ‘ POLICY CENTER

For-Profit Firms Fall Short under Federal Education
Law

Barely half of schools run by Education Management Organizations
meet Adequate Yearly Progress requirement

http://nepc.colorado.edu

BOULDER, CO and KALAMAZOO, MI (December 9, 2010) - Almast half of the public schools run by for-profit
education management companies have nat made adequate yearly progress (AYP) under the federal No Child
Left Behind Law, according to the 12th annual Profiles of For-Profit Education Management Organizations:
2009-2010, by Alex Molnar of Arizona State University and Gary Miron and Jessica Urschel of Western Michigan
University. The report found that large EMOS and so-called “virtual school” EMOS performed especially poorly.

Multiple Choice: crevo
Charter School Performance in 16 States crecersanford.edy

Executive Summary

This report presents a longitudinal student-level
analysis of charter school impacts on more than 70
percent of the students in charter schools in

the United States. The scope of the study makes it
the first national assessment of charter

school impacts

The group portrait shows wide variation in
performance. The study reveals that a decent
fraction of charter schools, 17 percent, provide
superior education opportunities for their students.
Nearly half of the charter schools nationwide have
results that are no different from the local

public school options and over a third, 37 percent,
deliver learning results that are significantly

worse than their student would have realized had
they remained in traditional public schools.




Poverty is the single greatest
factor limiting student achievement
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Data Connecting Poverty and Student Achievement:
2005 NAEP Data
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What about international

comparisons?

» Comparisons to Shanghai, Finland and
Singapore - really?

» What do they do?

» Education is valued.

» Educators are respected.

» They spend more money and time on
professional development.

» Teacher quality is key - recruitment, training
and retention.

Bottom Line

» America’s public schools are better than ever.

» But the fact is that some are not doing as well
as we want them to be.

» Too many children have been left behind.

» Let’s focus on turning around our
underperforming schools.

» But let’s be proud of what we have
accomplished.
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Questions/Comments




